
Let’s take action!
Help shape Detroit’s diverse design story by becoming 
a partner of the Detroit City of Design initiative



This has been true for over a century, and its recent designation as the first and only 
UNESCO City of Design in the United States confirms that it will continue to be an 
important part of the city’s identity moving forward. From automobiles to architecture to 
advertising, Detroit has a rich legacy of design and innovation, transforming the way the 
world has worked, moved, and lived. An industrial powerhouse that fueled the rise of the 
automobile and secured victory in the Second World War, the city has also been a hub for 
creatives, home to iconic designers, artists, and craftsmen from the arts and crafts 
movement and American modernism and beyond. 

Detroit is a global city 
of design and creativity
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Becoming Detroit City of Design
Armed with a rich legacy, and a wealth of assets, and a vision for the future,  
Detroit Creative Corridor Center (DC3), working with a variety of partners through 
its Advisory Board, applied to join the UNESCO Creative Cities Network two years 
ago. In December 2015, Detroit was officially admitted, joining a network of 22 
design cities and 116 cities focused on using creativity as a driver for sustainable 
and equitable development around the world. By joining the Network, cities 
acknowledge their commitment to sharing best practices, developing partnerships 
that promote creativity and the cultural industries, strengthening participation in 
cultural life, and integrating culture in urban development plans. 

Over the last year, Detroit has been an active participant in the network, attending 
annual meetings, participating in design weeks, forums and convenings with other 
network members. More than 100 Detroiters have travelled abroad to represent 
the city everywhere from Seoul, South Korea to Saint-Etienne, France. 
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https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/home


Driving inclusive growth through design
Inclusive design enables everyone to engage equally, confidently, and independently in 
society. Detroit City of Design expands upon this definition to include people that are 
traditionally underrepresented in the design ecosystem and within Detroit’s economy 
at large, including people of color, women returning to the workforce, undocumented 
workers, returning citizens, and emerging designers.

From culture to commerce to the communities we call home, design plays an integral 
role in the lives of all Detroiters. By marrying the potential of Detroit’s design 
community with the vision for the city’s long-term economic growth, Detroit City of 
Design sets out to carve a new design standard that is rooted in inclusive design 
practices and designed to stimulate a more equitable and sustainable future for all. 
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The initiative is managed by DC3, an organization that champions 
design-based businesses and their role in strengthening our economy. 
While small business support is our focus, we recognize that designers 
are part of a larger design ecosystem in our city that includes 
policymakers, business owners, and educational and cultural institutions.  

Leveraging  the City of Design designation 
through collaborative partnerships 
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Values for Inclusive Growth
Diverse Experiences: We know that our collective wisdom and unique perspectives 
empower us. We seek out diverse experiences that inspire us, push us to be curious, 
and help us grow. 

Collaborative Relationships: We recognize that together we can accomplish more. We 
nurture collaborative relationships in order to cross-pollinate ideas, exchange 
resources, and realize our goals. 

Accessible Opportunities:  We believe that open doors lead to prosperity. We demand 
accessible opportunities that allow us all to meet our basic needs, lead fulfilling lives, 
and thrive in our communities. 
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Vision
Detroit City of Design believes in the power of inclusive design to shape a more 
equitable,  sustainable, and passionate society.

Design transforms ideas into products, services, communications, buildings, and 
environments that improve daily life.  Inclusive design allows individuals to access the 
benefits of design regardless of ability, language, race, culture, income, gender, or age.  
It enables everyone to engage equally, confidently, and independently in society.
 
Detroit City of Design champions the use of inclusive design by residents, designers, 
businesses, educators, institutions, policymakers, and civic leaders. Together, we 
imagine a better future for all Detroiters.
 
Detroit City of Design builds on Detroit’s creative legacy and culture of innovation.  We 
will seek out diverse experiences to maximize our collective wisdom to address the 
City’s needs.  We will invite wide participation through accessible opportunities.  We will 
nurture collaborative relationships in order to accomplish more together.
 
By embracing the practice of inclusive design, our community can diminish inequities 
and promote inclusive growth.
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10-year Goal
Our long-term goal is to drive inclusive growth through the practice of inclusive 
design. While the specific projects and initiatives will develop and evolve over the 
next several years, we hope they will lead to:

● A more diverse composition of designers graduating from local colleges and 
universities to make up a more diverse design workforce across all sectors 
of the economy

● More diverse and experienced designers working alongside communities to 
revitalize without losing the vibrancy of local flavors and customs

● Increased safety and walkability within and between neighborhoods, 
increased access to goods and services, and increased connection to the 
opportunities Detroiters need

● Growing number of cutting edge research programs and projects that 
advance the field of inclusive design

● Improved perceptions of government, businesses, and institutions as 
welcoming and supportive of resident needs
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Strategic Approach
Working together with partners from industry, academia, government, community, and 
cities within the UNESCO Creative Cities Network over the next ten years we we believe 
we can achieve this by increasing the practice of inclusive design in Detroit through 
these three strategic areas: 

● Develop TALENT that is representative of the diversity of its communities and 
create opportunities that encourage talent to establish roots in Detroit;

 
● INVEST in Detroit’s design businesses, as well as projects and initiatives that can 

help strengthen them, Detroit’s design economy and the local practice of 
inclusive design; 

● Create a POLICY environment that embraces inclusive design to inform systems, 
processes and products with increasing awareness of the value of inclusive 
design and its tangible impact in Detroit.
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2018 Goals
Build diverse coalition of partners to engage in mutually-reinforcing activities

Release our strategy and announce focus areas

Show progress towards the strategies using a shared measurement system

Offer space for shared learning and dialogue among a diverse network of 
partners 

Maintain communication through platforms that highlight Detroit’s diverse 
design community and promote opportunities to participate
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2018 Activities
Events and initiatives to convene a diverse array of partners, 
discover new opportunities, and build solutions together

Convenings
Drinks x Design, Month of Design, City of Design Series, partner events and annual 
convening

Collaboration
Mutually-reinforcing and collaborative activities with local partners and fellow 
UNESCO design cities

Communication
Social media, newsletter, DC3 and UNESCO design cities websites, shared calendar 
and annual report
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Improved DC3 Platforms 
Events
September will become the Month of Design in Detroit and DC3 will work to 
highlight design year-round through Drinks x Design and a shared events calendar 
for Detroit City of Design partners

Storytelling
Newsletters and social media accounts, and an updated website will make it 
easier to highlight Detroit City of Design partners  news and opportunities to 
connect

Detroit Design Network
DC3’s member network will re-launch in May 2018 with expanded offerings for a 
wider range of designers and design businesses

City of Design Exchange
Continued funding support to send Detroit designers abroad for exhibitions, 
workshops, and other opportunities with the UNESCO network
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New Collaborative Initiatives
Based on the outcomes of the visioning process, several potential focus areas have 
surfaced for action: 

● Neighborhood and Commercial Corridors

● Small-scale manufacturing

● Equitable Mobility

● Talent/Pipeline

● Research

DC3 is looking at ways for its work to help advance these opportunities as well as 
others and we are inviting partners to do the same.
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Become a Detroit City of Design Partner
Connect with our diverse network of businesses, organizations, community leaders, 
officials and other stakeholders that are practicing inclusive design in Detroit as well 
as partners from our UNESCO Creative Cities Network.

Access opportunities to attend and participate in City of Design events and share 
your events with Detroit’s design community 

Contribute to shaping the story of Detroit’s diverse design community through our 
communication platforms

Be recognized as a leader driving Detroit design forward in your community at our 
April launch event, online and through Detroit City of Design logo use for your event. 
Help us shape the future of the initiative and track progress. 
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Promotional Benefits
DC3 receives countless opportunities to highlight compelling design stories. Here 
are some of the ways we connect our audience to Detroit design:

● Promotion on DC3 social media and email list to audience of 20K

● Profiles on new DC3 website, news or events shared on Design Cities website

● Opportunities to participate in local DC3 events

○ Monthly DxD attendance: 300-500 average

○ DDF attendance: 35K average

● Recommendations for media or buyer inquiries

● Invitations to participate on panels, discussions, studio visits and tours, or 

other targeted networking opportunities with our local and global network
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Could you be a Partner?
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Partners can propose existing projects or programs as small as hosting an event 
during the Month of Design or as big as a multi-year, multi-partner, multi-million 
dollar (hopefully!) project. 

The visioning process helped to highlight and discover a number of people, 
organizations, and projects that are actively advancing an inclusive design agenda 
in Detroit. 

We don’t know exactly what to expect, but here are a handful of examples of 
projects that might be a good fit...
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A neighborhood organization or group of partners works with residents to 
redesign a public space in their community 

A local designer manages a program focused on mentoring a more diverse 
future generation of designers 

An investment fund creates a program to make design services more accessible 
to local small businesses, especially along Detroit’s commercial corridors

An automotive company sponsors a discussion during Month of Design about 
how to drive a more equitable future through advancements in mobility 

A city department manages a program that uses human-centered design to 
improve service delivery and quality of life for Detroiters

A faculty member at a local university leads a research project that connects 
students to residents and community experts to design products and services 
that address community needs

Partner Examples
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Detroit City of Design Partners are businesses, organizations, and groups that:

1. Believe in the vision

2. Commit to our values of diverse experiences, collaborative relationships, and 

accessible opportunities

3. Have a current program or project that aligns with at least 1  of our 3 

strategic approaches - developing talent, encouraging investment, or 

improving policy for Detroit design

4. Want to share their program/project on the City of Design platform 

5. Agree to report on their activity annually as part of a citywide benchmark of 

Detroit’s design community
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Selection Process

A small committee of Detroit City of Design Stewardship board members will select 

partner projects based on the following:

1. How well does it align with Detroit City of Design values and strategic 

approach?

2. How significant is the program in terms of achieving Detroit City of Design’s 

goals?

3. What is the application’s track record and reputation in the community?

4. How accessible to public is the program? What is the opportunity for 

engagement?
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Partner Commitments
● Respect the values and vision of the City of Design initiative and demonstrate 

it through your work

● Share your news and events with the City of Design network through our 

shared calendar, social media and newsletters

● Acknowledge the City of Design initiative through proper logo usage and 

attribution in programming/materials where appropriate

● Complete our annual survey and attend our convening

20

Copyright DC3 Photo by Keenan Hastings



Timeline 

Call for applications by 2/21

Applications due by 3/18

Review and selection of partners by 3/28

Announce projects at City of Design launch event 4/12

Additional partners added on quarterly basis 
Partners with ongoing projects will be eligible for annual renewal
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Interested? Apply here!

Questions?

Ellie Schneider
Director, Advocacy and Operations
DC3
eschneider@detroitc3.com
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