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Design Core Detroit Announces Programming for  

10-Year Anniversary Edition of Detroit Month Of Design 
 
DETROIT, MI - August 3, 2020 - In celebration of Detroit’s designation as the first and only UNESCO 
City of Design in the United States, Design Core Detroit will host Detroit Month of Design (MoD) from 
September 1-30, 2020. More than 175 participants will present over 65 events and special projects. 
This year’s programming includes talks, tours, exhibitions, workshops, installations and more. While 
much of the programming will take place digitally, all in-person events will follow the guidelines for 
group gatherings set by the State of Michigan to ensure the health and safety of all participants. 
 
Design Core Detroit sees designers as creative problem-solvers who can work hand-in-hand with 
business, government and communities to develop human-centered and practical solutions. In the 
midst of a global pandemic and widespread protests against racial inequality, design solutions that 
prioritize inclusivity, adaptability and equity have never been more important. This year’s 
programming will reflect on and explore design solutions to the myriad of challenges faced by 
Detroit and the global community since the start of 2020.  
 
“As we celebrate the 10th anniversary of Detroit Month of Design, we are proud to see how Detroit’s 
design community has grown and developed,” said Olga Stella, Executive Director of Design Core 
Detroit. "In these challenging times, inclusive design will play a vital role in creating the cities, 
systems and products that help all people thrive." 
 
“This year’s edition of Detroit Month of Design provides many opportunities to experience and learn 
more about how design can help society, business and government adapt to pressing challenges," 
said Kiana Wenzell, Director of Culture and Community at Design Core Detroit. "We hope you come 
away inspired by the diverse design talent and innovative spirit that makes Detroit the only UNESCO 
City of Design in the United States.” 
 
A full schedule for Month of Design is available here. Please check this schedule for any updates.  
  
INSTALLATIONS 
DESIGN IN THE CITY 
On view September 1-30, 2020, Design in the City exhibits seven installations by Detroit fashion and 
accessories designers at commercial spaces throughout the city. Design Core Detroit also offers the 
winning designers business and marketing support, mentorship, technical assistance and distribution 
opportunities. Design in the City is made possible by a $45,000 grant from Gucci as a part of its new 
Changemakers Impact Fund, with additional support from Bed  

https://designcore.org/month-of-design/detroit-month-of-design-schedule/
https://imgsrvr.net/open/xic8cbfjpQTO6n6J
http://equilibrium.gucci.com/it/nuovi-modelli/gucci-changemakers-it/gucci-changemakers-north-america/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIw8CimZun5wIVCMDICh1pMwopEAAYASAAEgL07fD_BwE


 

Design Core Detroit has also curated a pop-up on view September 1-30 that includes clothing 
designed and manufactured by Detroit designers in businesses along Livernois (Simply Casual, 19400 
Livernois; Art in Motion, 19452 Livernois; Jo's Gallery, 19376 Livernois). A trunk show will be held on 
Saturday, September 12th to increase foot traffic along the commercial corridor and to generate 
revenue and awareness for the designers. Meet the Designers on September 12, 1-3pm. 
 
Living Decals 
Hook 
Various Locations 
September 1-30 
 
As the winners of Design Core’s Interactive Design Competition, Hook will use augmented reality 
technology to transform static artwork into 3D animation using Snapchat’s camera. Bring your 
smartphone and interact with the street decals found at the entrances of participating Month of 
Design locations and throughout the City. Four unique AR designs will be produced through 60 decals 
distributed across Detroit. To participate, open Snapchat, point a smartphone camera at any decal 
located throughout the city and press and hold to scan the Snapcode. 
 
Did You Try Unplugging it and Plugging it Back In Again? 
Brenna Lane and Lisa Waud 
Pat Lane Park 
699 West Philadelphia Street, Detroit, MI 
Saturday, September 5th, 2020, 12pm 
 
This outdoor, open-air installation uses the leftover remnants from thousands of hospital gowns 
made by Michagan cut-and-sew manufacturers responding to COVID-19. An oceanic canopy of blue 
scrap fabric will float above mounds of grass, providing a space for nutritive thought in an outdoor, 
open-air installation. As the anxiety of Coronavirus is compounded by a global movement toward 
racial equity, Did You Try Unplugging it and Plugging it Back In Again? offers a restful space to support 
and sustain the hard work ahead. 
 
Local Color: Natural Dyes of Detroit 
Salt Textile Studios 
The Dequindre Cut 
1905 Alfred Street, Detroit, MI 48207 
Saturday, September 5th, 2020, 6-8pm 
 
Experience the abundance of the natural world in Detroit in the form of plant dyed, handwoven 
textiles. Using plants grown and foraged in Detroit, weaver Kayla Powers has hand dyed wool and 
woven a series of tapestries that will hang in a free outdoor public installation on The Dequindre Cut. 
This exhibition is the culmination of a year long study of local natural dye plants and is a 
representation of the abundant natural world in the urban environment. The tapestries will endure 
the sun and the wind and the rain will ultimately serve as an artifact of time and place. 
 
EXPERIENCES 
MUSIC X DESIGN 
AIGA DETROIT 
Virtual 
Thursday, September 3, 2020, 12pm to Friday, September 4, 2020, 12pm 
 
A 24-hour livestream music event featuring Berlin, Chicago, & Detroit DJs playing house and techno, 
celebrating Detroit’s rich music history. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/music-x-design-tickets-110472899416


 

 
AIA Detroit Celebration of Architecture 
Virtual 
Thursday, September 24, 2020, TIME TBD 
 
AIA Detroit will honor the architectural community with awards and recognition through a virtual 
broadcast. Equitable and sustainable design will be celebrated, the hardships our industry has faced 
this year will be acknowledged, and community activism by design professionals will be highlighted. 
 
EXHIBITIONS 
On Wilderness and Migration: Quarantined Landscapes of Detroit 
WildUrban.Land 
Various dates and times 
 
This month-long micro-exhibit explores a decade of growth and destruction observed within Detroit's 
wild urban landscapes. On Wilderness and Migration will travel to multiple out of doors locations in 
Detroit throughout the month of September. Sign up for text alerts to meet in the field! 
 
Amateur Hour 
Students from Lawrence Technological University 
Virtual, Indoor 
Detroit Center for Design and Technology 
4219 Woodward Ave, Detroit MI 48201 
Wednesday, September 2, 2020, 7-9 pm 
 
Amateur Hour is an exhibition that displays the formative and fantastic work of student designers 
prior to their professional design careers. These designers come from various disciplines within 
Lawrence Technological University's College of Architecture and Design. 
 
Future Present: Design in the Time of Urgency 
Science Gallery Detroit 
Virtual, Indoor 
1001 Woodward Building-1st Floor Exhibit Hall 
Friday, September 11, 2020, 11am-6pm 
 
Future Present will explore humanity’s nuanced relationship to various forms of design and the 
impact it has on the future. Further, the exhibition will illustrate three key themes as it relates to 
design: the impact of technology on society, design and systemic change and creating participatory 
design processes for a sustainable future. Future Present will include a robust array of virtual 
programming, including a Curators’ Talk co-presented with Ars Electronica Festival 2020 featuring 
Olga Stella, executive director of Detroit Design Core, and Cezanne Charles, partner at roofoftwo. 
 
Artist as Developer, Transforming Places Through Social Infrastructure 
Other Work, The Artist Village 
17336 Lahser Road, Detroit, MI 48219 
Tuesday, September 15, 2020, 5:30-7:30pm 
 
This curated exhibition will showcase alternative, arts-based models of development and 
urbanization. A panel discussion will explore case studies, typologies, strategies and implementation. 
Architectural models, drawings, photographs and other artifacts will represent the process and 
outcomes for equitable, arts based development that promotes land ownership for artists, creatives 
and makers. 
 

http://aiad2020coa.eventbrite.com/
https://www.ltuamateurhour.com/
https://detroit.sciencegallery.com/


 

Never Normal 
Form&Seek at Wasserman Project 
3434 Russell Street, #502 Detroit, Michigan 48207 
Thursday, September 17, 2020, 6pm 
 
Never Normal is an exhibition that expresses the ever changing viewpoint of the designer's 
perspective on the built world. The future now seems inscrutable, provoking us to think of the 
possibilities for change in human behaviors and our environment. Looking away from the 
conventional means of solving problems, the works in this exhibition seek to reevaluate our personal 
relationships to our domestic landscape. 
 
Softhouse 
Li Chen and Hayden Allison Richer 
Grand On River Event Space 
5001 Grand River Avenue, Detroit, MI 48208 
Friday, September 18, 2020, 7-9pm 
 
Emphasizing daily relationships to material, Softhouse aims to facilitate the rethinking of objects. 
Rather than strictly polished, finished and rigid structures, the focus is placed on items that are 
humble at glance but develop personalities that mature with time and interaction. Here, the storyline 
is favored over the end result, and users' interactions with the works involve as much observing as 
using. 

 
TALKS  
Rebooting the World 
UNESCO Design Cities Network 
Virtual 
Tuesday, September 8, 2020, 12-1:30pm 
 
The UNESCO Creative Cities of Design network, which unites 40 cities around the globe, is organizing 
an open virtual discussion on “The power of design in response to the global crisis and rebooting the 
world”. Cities will share current issues and COVID-19-influenced emergency design practices and 
experiences that inspire people around the world. 
 
Enduring Innovation: Entrepreneurs Unite! 
Sundberg-Ferar Product Innovation Studio 
Virtual 
Thursday, September 10, 2020, 10am - 4pm 
 
This conference will get boots-on-the-ground experts in the field to shed light on the start-up and 
entrepreneurial community, their passions, goals, aspirations, challenges and barriers. It will have a 
spectrum of start-ups join in to share their insights and perspectives, good and bad. Leaders in the 
field of design and innovation will share their successful and proven methodologies to get ideas off 
the ground and make it a commercial success. 
 
Designing Equitable Healthy Cities 
Cooper Hewitt Smithsonian Design Museum 
Virtual 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6ONvx4Wy30&t=9s
https://sundbergferar.com/enduring-innovation-detroiters-virtual-design-conference/
https://www.cooperhewitt.org/event/designing-equitable-healthy-cities-09-10-2020/


 

Thursday, September 10, 2020, 4-5:30pm 
 
Join Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum for a dynamic panel discussion among National 
Design Award winners and jurors. This online conversation will examine the role of design in creating 
healthier and more equitable cities and consider how designers must respond to the effects of 
COVID-19 and systemic racism. 
 
Our New Social Reality, The Future of the Public Realm 
LOHA: Lorcan O'Herlihy Architects  
Virtual 
Tuesday, September 15, 2020, 4pm 
 
LOHA is organizing a two-part conversation on the future of design and community engagement in 
the public realm. Bringing together a group of architects and community advocates, the conversation 
will highlight Detroit's unique perspective and ask what can be learned from the city's history of 
resilience and community organizing as we attempt to grasp our new social reality. 
 
Localizing Luxury 
Lisa Spindler Studio 
1520 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, MI 4822 
Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 10am-12pm and 4-6pm 
 
What is “Luxury" in our post-pandemic society? The answer is closer than one may imagine. This 
two-part lecture series emphasizes the role of our own communities in redefining global luxury and 
consumption. Discover a more conscious and sustainable future landscape through trend forecasting 
and design analysis from Cristin Richard and Isabelle Weiss. 
 
Designing Neighborhoods: Building the Future of Detroit 
Gensler Detroit 
Virtual 
Thursday, September 17, 2020, 12-1pm 
 
Detroit is a city of resiliency and innovation—where future-forward ideas bloom and culture continues 
to flourish. A diverse cross-section of local civic and community cultivators will discuss the past, 
current and future influences, ideas, partnerships and process behind creating spaces and places that 
help build cultural microcosms within Detroit. 

 
WORKSHOPS 
Sashiko Denim Repair + Mending Workshop 
Detroit Denim Co. 
2987 Franklin Street, Detroit, MI 48207 
Thursday, September 10, 2020, 6-9pm 
 
Learn the fundamentals of sashiko, the traditional Japanese method of fabric repair. Participants will 
learn the basic stitch types and methods for repairing denim pieces. All materials and tools will be 
supplied, along with food and drink.  
 

https://building-the-future-of-detroit.eventbrite.com/


 

Development by Design 
Design Core Detroit and Next Cities Investment 
The Elevator Building 
1938 Franklin Street, Detroit, MI 48207 
Wednesday, September 23, 2020, 6-8:30pm 
 
Develop community assets in this hands-on workshop for emerging real estate developers who want 
to learn more about how to ensure their projects add lasting value to the neighborhoods in which 
they work. This workshop will explore how context, from existing infrastructure and policies to 
residents' interest and circumstances, impacts decision-making. All participants will receive a copy of 
Design Core Detroit's Design Guide: Real Estate Development. 
 
Designing the Customer Experience 
Tech Town Detroit 
Virtual 
Friday, September 25, 2020, 10am-12pm 
 
Designing the modern customer experience requires an omni-channel approach for a consistent user 
experience. Join Tech Town's Retail Services team for a two-part event: first get tips on creating a 
well-designed 360-degree customer experience. Then join us for The SHOP: Virtual Edition to see 
some of these tips in action. 

 
YOUTH AND FAMILY 
Changing Course: Navigating the Future of Design 
Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum 
Virtual 
Thursday, September 24, 2020, 4-5:30pm 
 
How can we create change for the better? Join Cooper Hewitt educators, emerging designers and 
professionals in the field for this virtual workshop and conversation. Participants will be challenged 
to think big about how we can make the world a safer place. Recommended for ages 13+. 
 
TOURS 
Junior League of Detroit 2020 Designers' Show House 
Junior League of Detroit 
Show House Tent 
1771 Seminole Street, Detroit MI 48214 
Saturday, September 19, 2020, 5-8pm 
 
The 23rd Designers' Show House, open through Sunday, October 4, is located in the largest historic 
home in Indian Village. 27 interior design firms will redesign 32 rooms in the house including 
complete renovations of the kitchen and three bathrooms.  Also featured are formal gardens, a café 
in the tent and a marketplace. 
 
Walking Tour - Albert Kahn's Detroit 
Albert Kahn Associates, Inc. 
Meet at Grand Circus Park 
Saturday, September 19, 2020, 10am-1pm 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82002662491
https://www.cooperhewitt.org/event/changing-course-navigating-the-future-of-design-09-24-2020/


 

Join Albert Kahn aficionados for a walking tour of Kahn's most iconic buildings in the heart of 
downtown. This tour commemorates the kickoff of a free interactive app launched by Albert Kahn 
Associates, on the occasion of their 125th anniversary, which geolocates their architectural projects 
throughout the city.  
 
COMMERCE DESIGN REFRESH GRANT 
For the past two years, Design Core Detroit has offered Commerce Design: Detroit—an award 
honoring small local businesses in Detroit for quality design. Due to the impact of COVID-19, the 2020 
edition of the Commerce Design Awards has been replaced with the Commerce Design Refresh Grant, 
a $50,000 grant offered to commercial small business owners who have applied for a Commerce 
Design Award in 2018 or 2019. Winners of the grant have the opportunity to hire designers to help 
their businesses adapt, remain resilient and improve functionality, safety and experience in light of 
the challenges caused by COVID-19. 
 
Three winners will be announced on Design Core’s social media on  August 13, 2020. This grant was 
made possible by Bank of America. 
 
Detroit Month of Design By the Numbers 

- 175+ Participants  - 30 Virtual 

- 65+ Events  - 28 Indoor 

- 15 Talks  - 16 Outdoor 

- 9 Tours   

- 7 Experiences   

- 12 Installations   

- 5 Youth and Family events   

- 7 Workshops   

 
COVID-19 
Detroit Month of Design’s event organizers are taking careful measures to ensure a safe Detroit 
Month of Design experience. Adopted measures include small private tours of exhibitions, virtual 
streaming options, outdoor experiences, no-touch installations, timed ticket entry and more. Design 
Core Detroit asks all participants to RSVP to any in-person events they plan to attend. Please wear a 
face mask and practice social distancing. 
 
Design Core Detroit 
Design Core Detroit champions design-driven businesses and their role in strengthening Detroit’s 
economy. It offers services to strengthen, grow and attract design businesses, increases market 
demand for design services and tells Detroit’s design story locally and globally. Design Core is the 
steward of Detroit’s UNESCO City of Design designation and is a partnership of the College for 
Creative Studies and Business Leaders for Michigan.  
 
Detroit Month of Design 
Detroit Month of Design is a citywide celebration of creativity that gathers designers and the greater 
community to celebrate Detroit’s role as a national and global design capital. Every September, 
partners from all across Detroit, from emerging studios to established companies and educational 



 

institutions, come together to show off their latest works and ideas. These cross-disciplinary events 
take place in all corners of the city, highlighting the work that makes Detroit a City of Design. 
 
Social Media 
Website: designcore.org 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter: @designcoredet 
Hashtag: #DetroitMonthOfDesign #DetroitCityOfDesign 


